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And my mother:
Mayme Randles who’d dreamed
of joining the fight.



Table of Contents

F OT e T (e e e eveereeneenereeseoreesasseresessessassesnssessassassassoses 4
AcCKNOWIEAZEIMENLS ........c.coeriiieiiiiinierieeteeesete et eaens 5
INtTOAUCTION......coviiiiiniiiiiiieeetete ettt 6
Chapter I The Model 35 Helmet..........cccoecveeeriecienecieieeceeeeieeeee 8
Chapter II The Model 40 Helmet ..........cccooeeveevieneneeiereeeeeeceeeee 71
Chapter III The Model 42 Helmet ..........cccoevveveveverieenererirenenieeneenes 114
Chapter IV ReISSUES........cccceecieieceeeeceetee ettt 144
Chapter V Camouflage Helmets..........ccceceveriecieneceeciereceeeeeeee 218
Chapter VI Paratrooper Helmets..........ccccooveriecieneniecieeceeeeeeeee 264
Chapter VII Combat Helmets in other roles .........cccccoeeeeevenennenne. 310
Chapter VIII DECalS .......ccccoeeiieiiieiececeeteeeeetete et 327
Chapter IX Tropical Pith Helmets ..........cccooeevievieniniecieeeeeeeeee 363
Appendices
1 - OAAItIES ...voveveveniieeeieeieeteeeeee ettt ettt se s e ens 408
2 = LINETS .eoiiieieieieieeietetet ettt ettt ettt st an 414
B T O] 1114151 1 21 0 1 J TSRS 429
4 - Shell Acceptance StaAMPS .......cccecveeeevienreeeereneeeeneseeee e seeens 438
5 - LOt NUIMDETS ....ooveviiiiiiiiiiieiecteteeeeteteesie et 445
6 - Shell CharacCteriStiCs .......c.cocevereririerenienienieieeseseseeteeee e 449
7 - The FACIOTIES ....cocevvivieieiiiriieicteeeeete et 453
8 - A Short History of Collecting German Helmets .................... 455

BibLHOGIapNY ......cccveeiieiieieeceeeeeteee sttt ettt eae e 466



Foreword

on leave from the military, I would patrol the wide and boun-

tiful aisles of the Ohio Gun Collectors’ Association show,
which was one of the greatest gun shows of the old era. It was a su-
perb source for military items as well as weapons, because so many
gun collectors at that time were erstwhile militaria buffs. Most were
also WWII veterans, and they sometimes brought their own “sou-
venirs” to sell. It was common to purchase quality original German
helmets there, and the favorite thing to do was get there as early as
possible and zoom up and down the aisles hoping to find a jewel for
the collection. I recall from that era a few faces of the competition—
other young collectors who pursued the same prizes; one of them
being Ken Niewiarowicz.

The reason I tell this story is to provide the reader some indica-
tion of how long Ken has been a student of German helmets. Not only
the length of time, but the originality of the specimens he was ob-
taining, are important factors here. Ken learned originality, learned
what he liked, and stuck with it, building upon his knowledge over
the years. The fruits of his efforts include a world-class website fea-
turing fine original helmets and now, a superbly researched and au-
thoritative work on German helmets—arguably the new standard for
all authors on the subject.

Delving into the chapters, one can see evidence of exhaustive
effort in seeking out original helmets from some of the best US and
international collections, the finest examples of which are presented
here accompanied by a text composed of facts and observations
layed out in a direct and cohesive manner. Myself having trod this
path, I can attest to the patience which it requires. But Ken has got-
ten the job done and the quality and value of this effort are evident.

In terms of enhancing the modern study of original German WWII
helmets, Ken’s methodical approach in analyzing finishes, lot num-
bers, and corresponding decals of so many fine examples constitutes
an important building block of updated forensic study that will ben-
efit all collectors into the future. Therefore, it is my view that this
book is the most definitive and complete work available on Third
Reich helmets, and will quickly become the cornerstone of helmet
collecting literature.

Throughout the 1970s and on occasion in the 1980s while home

Kelly Hicks
LTC, US Army (Ret.)
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Introduction

mets has been written about in a number of reference works.

The first work by Floyd Tubbs in the early 70s was a ground-
breaking effort; supplying early collectors with information which
had not before been available. The two volumes of “German Hel-
mets; 1933-1945” by Goodapple et al, published in 1981-1983, were
excellent photo references and provided the best known understand-
ing of shell types, configurations and time-lines of production.

Just a few years later; Ludwig Baer’s comprehensive “History of
the German Steel Helmet 1916-1945" gave perhaps the best possible
insight on technical data, dates of orders and production changes
based on original documentation; it remains a text which probably
can never be expanded upon.

The works of Kelly Hicks culminating in the 2004 book “SS-Steel”
and the 2006 book “SS Helmets” with the late Mike Beaver, provide
the best understanding of steel helmets utilized by that elite branch
of Hitler’s armed forces. Mr. Hicks writes from experience of the han-
dling and study of original specimens; arriving at practical conclu-
sions based on observations of correlative features.

In writing this book I have used a similar approach, for I feel that
therein lays the most productive source of practical information. The
number of original examples existing today can probably be assumed
to be a fair cross-section of helmets produced and used during the
twelve years of the Third Reich. The examination of and comparison
to other known original helmets produces the clearest understanding
of the subject, most particularly the aspects of shell production, com-
ponents as well as finishes and applied insignias.

When certain characteristics such as painted finish are common
to all examples of a certain make/model of helmet which was pro-
duced in a certain time frame, or when a specific style of decal is
found applied to helmets similarly alike, it becomes a logical as-
sumption that this correlation is a result of design rather than chance.

The main purpose of this book is the examination, description
and illustration of such correlations; how these correlations are ob-
served by cross reference of model, manufacturer and branch of ser-
vice as well as chronology of production.

Hitler’s war machine was bombed to ruins sixty years ago. This
has left a hole in many of the specifics related to helmets produced be-
tween 1933 and 1945. Specific archival production records were erad-
icated either by wartime destruction or post-war neglect. Persons who
possessed first-hand knowledge regarding the production and assem-
bly of Third Reich era steel helmets or components are either dead or
untraceable. Therefore, no supportive testimony or documentation is

0ver the past three decades the subject of German combat hel-



able to draw on in the following pages. For this reason, some conjec-
ture must play an occasional role in the conclusions which the reader
will find here. Points of consideration have been made, and theories
have been put forth to hypothesize in these cases.

Exceptions to the proven rule often arise in the pursuit of defin-
itive conclusion. The subject of this study is not without such excep-
tions. Moreover, the expectation of exception is logical considering
the element of wartime expediency, the occasion of necessary modi-
fications within reasonably short time intervals and the exactness to
which contemporary standards were upheld. Added to this are the
normal variations expected as a result of industrial production in sep-
arate privately owned factories each dealing with individual contrac-
tors of components and materials. Taking the aforementioned factors
into account, it may be surprising that enough similarities and cor-
relative features exist to arrive at the conclusions found here. How-
ever, I believe that the presentation of these conclusions in an objec-
tive manner will suffice to give some aid to those seeking a better un-
derstanding of the subject and when the conclusions are found to
arise from explained conjecture, the reader is left to decide for him-
self the validity of what, in the end, can only be considered as the
opinion of the author.

I have more often attempted to answer the “what” and not the
“why.” 1 point to the differences in certain manufacturing methods
but in most cases steer clear of an attempt to explain why they are so.
I illustrate the common features of an insignia applied to a certain
type or manufacture of helmet but often leave open the reason be-
hind it. Not being a specialist in industrial manufacture or procure-
ment, such conjecture is beyond me and would serve no useful pur-
pose here. Notwithstanding, I feel that what follows has come fur-
thest, so far, to being a definitive study on the subject of the Third
Reich steel helmet. I say this in the expectation and hope that future
study and possible discovery by either myself or others may add yet
more to the completeness of what is known of this fascinating sub-
ject.

Ken Niewiarowicz
Lapeer, Michigan, August 2009



