
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Acknowledgements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Chapter 1: Field Gear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
    Blanket Bags & Packs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
    Haversacks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
    Cartridge Boxes, Magazine Pouches and Cartridge Belts . . . . . . 34
    M1903, M1907, M1918, and M1936 Suspenders . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
    M1918 Bar Belt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
    Bar Bandoleer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66
    M1918 Chauchat Belt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
    Pistol Cartridge belts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
    Canteens, Covers & Cups. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75
    Meat Cans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88
    First Aid Pouches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98
    Map/Dispatch Cases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99
    Tents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104
    Shovels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107
    Pick Mattock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108
    Gas Masks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108
    Cavalry Accoutrements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110
Chapter 2: Small Arms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116
    Rifles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116
         Springfield M1884 Trapdoor Rifle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116
         Lee Navy Straightpull Rifle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120
         Krag M1896 Rifle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133
         Krag M1898 Rifle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135
         Springfield M1903 Rifle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
         Winchester M1917 Rifle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147
    Machine Guns and Automatic Rifles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153
         Colt Machine Gun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153
         Benét-Mercié Machine Rifle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162
         Lewis Machine Gun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166
         Chauchat Machine Gun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172
         Hotchkiss Machine Gun. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175
         M1917 Browning Machine Gun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176
         Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179
    Thompson Submachine Guns. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181
    Shotguns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184
    US Navy Colt M1889. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186
    USMC Colt M1905 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191
    USMC Colt M1909 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192
    Colt M1911 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196
Chapter 3: Uniforms: Head Gear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 208
    1892 Uniform Regulations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 208
         1875 Pattern EM Cap. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 208
         1892 Full-Dress Helmet (Black) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212
         1896 Undress Cap, Officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219

3



         Visual History of the Evolution of the EM Bell Crown Cap . 222
         1897 Pattern Undress Cap, Enlisted Men . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225
         White Linen Cover, Enlisted Men . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232
         1898 Field Hat (Campaign Hat). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235
         1900 Field Hat Regulations (Campaign Hat) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237
         1892 White Helmet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239
         1899 Helmet, White Tropical. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 241
         1892/1899 White Helmet, Band Use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243
         Muskrat Cap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244
    1904 Uniform Regulations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245
         1904 Full-Dress Cap for Officers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245
         1904 Officers Undress Cap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 246
         White Cap For Officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247
         1904 Full-Dress Cap for NCOs and Enlisted Men . . . . . . . . . 248
         1904 Undress Cap for NCOs and Enlisted Men . . . . . . . . . . . 250
         White Cap Cover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253
         1908 Khaki Cap Cover for NCOs and Enlisted Men . . . . . . . 255
         1908 Field Hat for NCOs and Enlisted Men . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255
         Muskrat Cap (1904/1908) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256
         1904 Helmet, White Tropical. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256
         Field Hat for Officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256
         Khaki Cap for Officers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256

1912/1917 Uniform Regulations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257
Dress Cap for NCOs and Enlisted Men. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257
White and Summer Field Cap Cover. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 260
Field Hat, All Enlisted Men (Montana Peak) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 267
Full-Dress Cap for Officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269
Undress Cap for Officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271

         White Cap for Officers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275
         White Cover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275
         Summer Field Cap for Officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275
         Khaki Cover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 276
         Winter Field Cap, for all Officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279
         Field Hat, All Officers Field Hat (Montana Peak). . . . . . . . . . 281
         World War I - Helmet and Winter Head Gear . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281
         1912 USMC Green Overseas Cap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302
         Overseas/Glengarry/Garrison Cap. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303
         Black Rubber Rain Hat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 307
    1922 Uniform Regulations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 309
         Enlisted and Officers’ Caps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 309
         Field Hat, Enlisted and Officers (Limited Usage) . . . . . . . . . . 329
         Field Hat, Enlisted and Officers (1922). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 330
         Officers’ Hat Cords . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 331
    1929 Uniform Regulations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 333
         Enlisted and Officers’ Caps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 333
         Helmet, 1930’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 341
    1937 Uniform Regulations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 344
         Caps for Enlisted Men . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 344
         Officers’ Cap, Dress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350
         Officers’ Cap, Summer, Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 353
         Officers’ Cap, Winter, Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 356

4



         Officers’ Cap, Undress White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 357
         Field Hat, Campaign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 357
         Winter Field Service Cap, Lambs Wool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 358
         Winter Service Cap, China (Purchased) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 361
Appendices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 367
    Equipment requirements for Fiscal Year 1904. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 367
    Request to receive and evaluate the M1910 canteen . . . . . . . . . . 368
    U.S. Navy acceptance document of the contract for the
         purchase of 5,000 Lee Navy rifles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 369
    1902 purchase requisition for Krag rifles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 370
    Special Numbers of USMC Krag rifles transferred from
         USMC Depot QM at Cavite, P.I. to USMC Depot
         Benicia Arsenal in 1907 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 371
    Additional USMC Krag serial numbers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 373
    Letter from the Commandant thanking the Chief of Ordnance
         for receipt of a M1903 rifle with serial number 6472 . . . . . . . 374
    Date and number of the second delivery of M1903 rifles
         to the Marine Corps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 375
    USMC M1903 serial number listing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 376
    Document showing that the Marine Corps ordered,
         accepted and trained with M1917 rifles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 377
    USMC request for cost to convert Colt machine guns from
         .30-40 Krag to M1906 Caliber. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 378
    Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR) serial numbers . . . . . . 379
    Colt-manufactured Thompson SMG serial numbers. . . . . 380
    USMC Colt-manufactured Thompson M1921/8 SMG
         serial numbers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 381
    USMC shotgun serial numbers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 382
    Receipt stating equipment in possession of
         1st Sergeant Carl Schuler (1929) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 382
    Colt M1911 serial numbers from USMC
         Managua Depot records . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 383
    Excerpt from Marine Corps General Orders No. 20
         (Series 1917) stating that welting should be dropped
         from winter uniforms for officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 384

    

1963 studio portrait of Marine Corps
uniform study. (Franklin Watts, Inc.)



INTRODUCTION

The research and writing of this book was originally done in order to
compliment Grunt Gear: USMC Combat Infantry Equipment of World
War II. Due to the manner in which the Marine Corps developed and man-
ufactured uniforms and equipment, and the massive number of changes
made to Uniform and Equipment Regulations it became evident that this
book had to start with the 1892 Uniform Regulations. This brought up
the issue of incorporating Dress Blues into this research as the first Marine
Corps Combat Uniforms were actually blues. However, these blues even-
tually were phased out of combat and became the ever present Dress
Blues as known today. 

Due to the large number of changes and massive amount of research
covering the 1892, 1896, 1897, 1900, 1904, 1908, 1912, 1917, 1922, 1929
and 1937 Uniform Regulations, the book grew exponentially. In order to
provide a reasonably concise book at an affordable price it was deemed
necessary to break the book into two volumes. This volume covers
Weapons, Webgear and Headgear.

The information in this book was compiled from many resources
including archival documents and photographs as well as many mu-
seums and countless private collections. While researching this
book, Marine Corps Depot Records not previously found or forgot-
ten about long ago were located as well as Annual Reports of the
Commandant. 

Although the Eagle, Globe and Anchor (EGA) is the most identifiable
insignia around the world for the U.S. Marine Corps, it is not being ad-
dressed in this volume or the next. Due to the massive amount of infor-
mation (an entire other book) it was decided not to cover the EGA. From
a collector’s standpoint EGAs should not be used as the only method of
dating or evaluating a uniform or piece of headgear. Since many collectors
only specialize in EGAs they will purchase a piece of headgear for the
EGA only, and then add a lesser or misdated EGA and resell the cap. This
creates issues for headgear and other EGA collectors.

Alec Tulkoff
January 2010
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